
2007 EPA Community Involvement Training Conference2007 EPA Community Involvement Training Conference

Libraries as Environmental Libraries as Environmental 
Information Centers:Information Centers:

How to Maximize Community How to Maximize Community 
CollaborationsCollaborations



For copies of this presentation

• Frederick W. Stoss, MS, MLS               
228-B Capen Hall                              
Science and Engineering Library        
University at Buffalo—SUNY          
Buffalo, NY 14260-1672                    
716 645-2947 ext. 224                   
fstoss@buffalo.edu



Environmental Information

• “ …is the process 
that transfers data 
and information 
from source to 
user in any field of 
knowledge or 
activity applicable 
to environmental 
problem solving.” 
(Dosa) 



Closer look…



Your Environmental Proposal 
or Program or Project

• Need to SHARE information or Data

• Need to COMMUNICATE on progress 
and results

• Need to EDUCATE a stakeholder 
group

• Need to DEVELOP or IMPLEMENT an 
idea



You need to
PROVIDE Environmental ICE



Information 
Communication
Education



Did you include you library or 
librarians in your proposal?

• My Home Library 
Network
• Rochester 

Regional Library 
Council

• 5 counties
• 450 libraries
• Continuing 

education
• Shared resources
• Shared collections
• Community 

outreach
• Advocacy
• Community 

Partner





Environmental Information
• the interdisciplinary nature of research and professional 

work 
• the differences in how people perceive problems, propose 

solutions, and assign priorities 
• the peaks and valleys in public-policy attention to these 

problems, resulting in uneven funding of research, 
information services, and collection development 

• the dispersion of the literature in almost all types of 
information resources, including indexing and abstracting 
services, directories, specialized bibliographies, government 
documents, and statistical sources 

• the user's need to learn how to interact with information 
resources and systems to determine the most useful search 
terms and definitions 

• the ongoing proliferation of new information services and 
systems, which mandate sound techniques for searching and 
evaluation 

Dosa, 1978





Role of Librarians

• Evaluate software for data and information 
management

• Develop profiles of information products, 
research projects, business plans

• Oversee the production of reports, 
reference books, Web sites, and other 
information tools

• Develop and maintain databases
• Write articles and reports
• Provide training in the use of manual- and 

online data and information systems
• Develop marketing strategies for the 

effective delivery of products and services



Collaborations with Libraries

• Build collections
• Develop reading lists on these 

subjects
• Conduct book reviews and discussion 

groups
• Hold video series
• “Bookmark” favorite websites
• Utilize bulletin board/visual displays
• Demonstrate sustainable use and 

practices on library grounds



More collaboration ideas

• Conduct children’s poster, poetry and essay 
contests

• Conduct literacy programs
• Host workshops
• Host public hearings
• Provide meeting space for community 

meetings community groups
• Moderate or lead discussion on issues

• Identify and utilize the related expertise of 
trustees and friends of the library



Invite Librarians to:

• Visit local agencies or organizations working 
on issues

• Initiate outreach to local issue-oriented 
groups

• Meet with local officials on these issues and 
offer the library’s assistance

• Serve on boards of local agencies and 
organizations

• Help organize local agencies and 
community groups resources

• Compile and publish a directory of 
public/private agencies working on these 
issues



Expand your outreach

• Contact librarians in sister communities in 
other countries to see what community 
sustainability challenges they’re facing

• Share library information through 
newsletter, bulletin boards, or website

• Establish sister library relationships in other 
regions (state, nation, worldwide)

• Provide public access to information 
through Geographic Information System 
(GIS) technology



Community Stakeholders

• government agencies, departments, or 
bureaus

• elected officials
• faculty of colleges or universities
• environmental reporters/media personnel
• local business and industry environmental 

managers
• environmental education centers 

• museums
• science centers
• nature centers
• parks and recreation centers



Professional Stakeholders

• local/regional professional 
organizations
• American Chemical Society
• American Meteorological Society (local 

weather forecasters and meteorologists)
• Air & Waste Management Association
• Sea Grant and Agricultural Extensions
• American Geological Institute
• Ecological Society of America
• American Institute of Architects
• American Planning Association



Nonprofit Collaborators

• Sierra Club
• Adirondack Mountain Club
• National Audubon 
• Trout Unlimited
• National Wildlife Federation
• The Junior League
• League of Conservation Voters
• National Wildlife Federation

• State outdoor education associations



WHY??? 
Provide Environmental ICE



Viable Model
www.ala.org/ala/srrt/tfoe/lbsc/librariesbuild.htm



City—Library Partnerships
Santa Monica, CA



City—Library Partnerships
Santa Monica, CA



Community-based Research
www.mapcruzin.com/community-research/index.html



Website Development
(Norfolk Public Library)



Website Development
University at Buffalo



State Library Associations



Library Networks

• American Library Association  www.ala.org
• Task Force on the Environment/Social Responsibilities Round 

Table
• Science and Technology Section of the Association of College 

and Research Libraries
• Public Library Association, American
• Association of School Libraries, Federal Libraries Round 

Table, Government Documents Round Table
• Association of Research Libraries   www.arl.org/
• Environmental Protection Agency National Library 

Network www.epa.gov/natlibra/
• Libraries for the Future  www.lff.org
• Natural Resources Information Clearinghouse 

www.usu.edu/~cnr/quinney/nrichome.htm
• Special Libraries Association  www.sla.org

• Environment and Resource Management Division
• Science and Technology Division

• Other State and Regional Library Associations 
www.ala.org/cro/comb.html



National Dialogue
(see www.wested.org, Laurie Maak)



Creative Programming
(Santa Monica, CA)



Funding Support (EPA)



Funding Support 

• 900 Funding Foundations
• 700 providing grants
• $1 billion annually

• 234 Members: 
Environmental Grantmakers 
Association

• Foundation profiles
• Contact information
• History and philosophy
• Officers, directors, and key 

personnel
• Environmental programs
• Financial data 
• Funding analyses drawn from 

RGS's database
• Listing of recent grants
• Application process and 

deadlines
• Indexes

• Environmental Topics & Activities
• Environmental Issues
• Recipient and Activity Regions
• Emphases and Restrictions
• Foundation Location
• Application Deadlines



Funding Support
National Council for Science and the Environment



Goal: Assure that Everyone 
Can Have a Seat at the Table
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